
Steps for a confirmed 
stowaway (rat or mouse) 

onboard your boat

The Biosecurity for LIFE team can support you. Head to the 'Need expert guidance?' section of the website 

biosecurityforlife.org.uk  Thank you.  

Responding to probable or definite signs of rodents 

 

Probable signs of rats and mice include clear toothmarks on monitoring tools or other items, droppings, 

footprints, predated birds or other clear feeding sign, shipwrecks, inconclusive photographs, or partial or brief 

sightings made by people familiar with rodents. 

 

Definite signs of rats and mice include carcasses, clear photographs and clear sightings made by people with 

experience of rats or mice.

Rodent incursion response 

Rodenticide bait (poison wax blocks in bait stations) 

Use surveillance tools to ensure that the bait and traps are working 

 

If you detect rodent sign on these tools but rodents are not entering trap or bait stations, changes need to be made to your lures/location of stations to 

make them more attractive to rodents. Use chocolate wax (image above, left) as when rodents gnaw the wax they will leave detectable teeth marks. Use 

tracking tunnels (image above, right) with a lure, as when rodents walk though to eat the lure, they leave footprints . Find out more in the resource 'Rodent 

surveillance tools - why, what, how, when'.

Checking chocolate wax.

Note: wax is on wire to

avoid being dragged away

by  a rodent.
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Mitigate risks to non-target species.

Use bait stations for either snap (kill) tra

ps or rodenticide bait.

Some of the techniques for surveillance and incursion response can pose a risk to non-target species, both those 

native to the island and domestic animals kept by islanders. 

Whether you use snap traps or rodenticide bait, you need to place them in stations (e.g. Protecta bait station, image 

right) to reduce risk to non-target animals.

 

 Follow these 10 actions  

Equipment list

Protecta bait

station.

Bait stations and snap traps need to be carefully positioned to increase the chances that rodents will go into them (places likely to be                       

attractive to rodents, e.g. in narrow runways through undergrowth or along linear features such as walls and big rocks).

The stations should be positioned so that the entrance holes are next to the linear feature. Bait stations should always be secured in place using 

rocks, bricks, wires, metal pegs or any other means, in order to stop them being blown away by the wind or dragged away by animals. 

Notes on trap and bait station placement

Use surveillance tools alongside traps and bait

Snap (kill) traps 

Bait stations should contain 3 x 20g wax blocks of rodenticide bait. 

• Check 'bait take' daily, replace any bait showing rodent gnaw marks (image right) so you can see 'fresh take'.

 

When selecting rodenticide bait to purchase, always read the label and follow the instructions for use. 

 • Bait products are available to unlicensed users in containers up to 1.5kg. For an island incursion response you will  need larger quantities.                    

You and your staff will have undertaken a  'safe handling rodenticide course' and hold a certificate to purchase the bait. The Campaign for Responsible 

Rodenticide Use (CRRU) thinkwildlife.org run the stewardship scheme, oversee standards, and direct you to training materials and relevant courses.

• We recommend a second-generation toxin in wax block form (bromadiolone, difenacoum, difethialone or brodifocoum).

• A full list of rodenticide products currently authorised for use in the UK is available on the HSE website.

 

Health and Safety

• Rodenticide use must be undertaken in accordance with the product label, including wearing gloves when handling.

• Antidote (Vitamin K1 injection) can be offered to any individuals known or suspected to have eaten bait. 

• Dispose of used bait very carefully, it can still kill non-target species. Dispose of according to the instructions on the label, never in an open bin 

where it could be eaten by cats, dogs or birds. Only buy what you need to avoid stockpiles being left lying around. 

Find out more in the resource 'Rodents - Use of Rodenticide bait'.

Snap traps should be placed near confirmed rodent sightings 

• Setting traps inside properly fitting bait stations (e.g. Trapper T-Rex traps inside Protecta stations) increase the chances of a clean kill.

• Use a lure (peanut butter and oats is recommended)

• Ensure traps in Protecta stations are on a level surface (if the trap rocks, it may scare rats in particular).

• Ideally traps should be set in the evening and disarmed each morning. This will keep non-target species which are active in the daytime safe, while       

        targeting nocturnal rats. Regular checks also mean that any rodents that haven’t been killed outright can be humanely killed. 

• If stations are not available, traps should always be tied to something solid to prevent injured rodents dragging the traps away, or scavengers from     

        dragging away the dead rodent and the trap. Lengths of string or twine about 50cm long are ideal for this purpose. Make sure they are not tied to the 

        mechanism of the trap as this might interfere with their ability to catch rodents. 

 • If you are unsure which rodents are present, set mouse and rat traps.

 

Health and Safety

• Refer to guidelines for individual trap types and seek assistance if unsure. As some traps are capable of breaking a                                                                         

        person’s fingers, ensure you only ever handle a set trap from the back. Find out more in the resource 'Use of kill traps'.
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