
 

 

Biosecurity Island Visit Policy 
 
Many Sco)sh islands are interna2onally important breeding sites for seabirds. One of the 
biggest threats these seabirds face is from invasive non-na2ve mammalian predators (rats, 
mice, mink, stoats, polecats, hedgehogs, cats) who predate on adult birds, chicks, and eggs. 
To try and prevent bringing these species to these islands please follow the steps detailed 
below when visi2ng. 
 
General  

- Pack your bag and any equipment on the day of travel. 
- Keep any food in rodent proof containers. 
- Don’t leave your bag on the ground or open while you wait for the boat.  
- Store any larger cargo you’re taking in a rodent proof/controlled building and off the 

ground before travel. 
- If bringing higher risk items to an island like bulk food, hay, construc2on materials, 

wood etc. give them a thorough check before depar2ng, looking for holes, droppings, 
and gnaw marks. 

- Have someone keeping watch when unloading such bulkier items, keeping an eye for 
any that may run out during this process. 

 
Visi+ng by vessel 

- If mooring on the island, effec2ve rat guards must be fiMed to mooring lines when 
alongside. 

- External doors and windows should be closed whenever possible. 
- Any food on board should be kept in rodent proof boxes. 
- Rubbish should not be kept on board if possible, or in a sealed bin is it is unavoidable. 
- Keep rodent traps, roden2cide, or non-lethal monitoring on board (such as wax 

blocks). 
- If coming to the island by tender, make sure it is clear of mammals with no excess 

bags etc. leR on board, especially if it has been stored on land. 
- If you see a predator on your boat do not go to the seabird island and do not throw 

the predator overboard (they can be very good swimmers), even if dead (may lead to 
unnecessary incursion response if it washes up on an island) 

- For further advice about how to keep your vessel biosecure see the Biosecurity for 
Life website and encourage your boat provider to get Predator Free Cer2fied. 

https://biosecurityforlife.org.uk/
https://biosecurityforlife.org.uk/

