
I’m a  
Farne Islands
Detective

In partnership with



Did you know that the Farnes Rangers always have to 
keep an eye out for signs of stowaways? Animals like 
rats, mice, stoats, and mink can sneak onto islands 
and cause lots of problems for breeding seabirds. 

We need your detective skills to help! You’re going to 
pay close attention to everything you see and hear, 
you’re going to help keep our birds safe, and then 
report your findings back to the rangers! 

Today you’re a Farne Islands 
Detective, helping to keep 
our seabirds safe from 
invasive predators



 What is 
‘Biosecurity’?



‘Biosecurity’

Biosecurity is the actions we take to  
protect islands like the Farne Islands National 
Nature Reserve from invasive predators. Ways 
you can help include packing your bag on 
the day you travel and checking for signs of 
stowaways before boarding a boat to an island.

‘Invasive Predator’ 

An invasive predator is an animal that has 
been introduced to an island by humans, and 
threatens native species like ground-nesting 
birds by eating their eggs and chicks  
– seabirds can’t defend themselves from  
these skilled hunters.

Key words for Island Detectives!



Splashing

Squawking

Swimming

What is happening 
around you?

Colours

Flying



for the grumbling noise  
of puffins underneath  
the boardwalk.

to the cooing rabble 
of guillemots on  
the Pinnacles.

Inner Farne

Staple Island

Pause  
and Listen



How do you feel?

Excited

Awe

HappyCalm

Love



How do the sights and 
sounds of this landscape 
make you feel?

Be Still… Take a 
deep breath…

Calm

Thrill

Wonder

Happy

Peaceful



What can you see?

Colours

Sea

Flowers Birds

Views



to lend you some 
binoculars, and enjoy 
the seabirds dancing in 
the sky. What types of 
patterns do they make 
as they move?

Ask a ranger



Why is this  
place important?

The Future

History



Remember, as an island 
detective you need to check 
for animals that shouldn’t  
be here. Have a hunt for  
signs of rats. What could  
you look for? 

Keep an eye out 
for… Rats!

Ask a ranger  
how they check  
that there are no 
rats on the  
Farne Islands.



Time to give 
back to nature

Protecting Caring

HelpingAction



Invasive predators are 
attracted to litter that 
gets left behind. 

Why do you think that 
might be? So you can 
help keep seabirds safe 
just by litter-picking!

Have you collected 
up your rubbish to 
take home?



Why is this  
place important?

The Future

History



Globally, seabird 
numbers have been 
going down. How do you 
think we can help birds 
continue to fill our skies?



How do you feel?

Excited

Awe

HappyCalm

Love



Why it is so important to 
protect these seabirds 
from predators like mice 
and rats… What could 
happen if we didn’t?

Look around you: can you 
imagine how quiet this 
island would be if there 
were no birds living on it?



What can you see?

Colours

Sea

Flowers Birds

Views



What is the most 
beautiful thing you can 
see or hear right now?

Stand still…



Why is this  
place important?

The Future

History



They also have a nickname, 
‘Cuddy’ ducks, after St 
Cuthbert who lived on the 
island long ago. They nest 
near the path, so be careful 
and give them space as  
you pass.

Can you spot any 
Eider ducks? 



Time to give 
back to nature

Protecting Caring

HelpingAction



Help protect seabirds 
when you visit any island 
through biosecurity!

For more information visit: 
biosecurityforlife.org.uk

How can you help?

Check your boat
Check your cargo
Check your baggage

Compassion



Splashing

Squawking

Swimming

What is happening 
around you?

Colours

Flying



How many curious 
sounds can you hear from 
the nature around you?

Go on a 
sound safari



How do you feel?

Excited

Awe

HappyCalm

Love



Arctic terns lay their 
eggs on the ground, 
this means animals like 
mice and rats can easily 
reach them. What could 
happen if they did? 

Ask a ranger how they 
help the birds to keep 
their precious eggs safe.



What can you see?

Colours

Sea

Flowers Birds

Views



Can you see the fierce 
green eyes and shiny 
green-black feathers of 
the European shag? What 
do they remind you of?

Look closer



Why is this  
place important?

The Future

History



Did you spot the red and 
white lighthouse as you 
sailed to the Farnes? 

Over 200 years ago Grace 
Darling rowed out to sea 
on a stormy morning to 
rescue sailors whose boat 
was sinking. How do you 
think she felt that day?



Splashing

Squawking

Swimming

What is happening 
around you?

Colours

Flying



Look at the dark rock 
beneath your feet; this was 
created by molten rock 
millions of years ago and is 
incredibly hard. Can you see 
how the rock layers slope 
upwards forming cliffs?

Great Whin Sill



Time to give 
back to nature

Protecting Caring

HelpingAction



Zero rats are currently  
on the Farne Islands!
 
Spread the word about 
biosecurity and help us to 
keep our amazing seabirds 
roaming the skies!

Who will you tell? 



FROM INVASIVE PREDATORS
SAVE OUR SEABIRDS



For more information visit: 
biosecurityforlife.org.uk

FUNDED BY

PARTNERED WITH

How can you help?


